
NORTHWIND       July, 2011       Page 1 

 

 

NORTHWIND 
Volume: 17  Edition: 3                                                                                                                                            Date: July, 2011  

DISTRICT ELEVEN NORTH  

Bill Leoppard, FL -11-1 in his HF/VHF Radio Shack at Lake Tahoe during the OPEX. Photo 
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DCO Angelo Perata, 11NR 

 

The Director of our District, CDR David Chareonsuphiphat, has been assigned to a 

new position as of July 01, 2011.  We will miss the Commander, and wish him success 

in his new assignment. 

Our new Director is CDR Curtis Sumrok and comes to us from Miami, Florida.  I had 

the pleasure of meeting Commander Sumrok, and look forward to working with him. 

As we move into the summer months, many interesting events will be happening.  

Please go to our district website to keep up to date and see whatôs going on in the Dis-

trict and at National. (www.d11nuscgaux.info).  While you are there push your shop-

ping cart through the Districtôs E-Store.  The prices are great and the service is even 

greater. 

Please make note, the OPTREXes and PCA training fairs are open to all Auxiliary 

members.  Check to see which ñCò schools, are available to us as Auxiliary members 

and if you are interested please sign up. 

The remaining major events are:  

Fleet Week is coming October 6th-9th and we are in need of over 100 members to 

be involved both shore side and on the water.  Please check on page 6 for con-

tacts and get signed up (Fleet Week is always held on the first Thursday 

through Sunday in October). 

The Americaôs Cup Trials in San Francisco Bay are still ongoing and will continue 

throughout 2012.  The actual races will be in 2013 with the AC72s (the AC72 is 

a 72 foot racing catamaran, which displaces 15,500lbs and can reach speeds in 

excess of 30 knots).  More on this event as we are updated.  We will keep eve-

ryone posted via the Districtôs website.   

Remember to save March 23rd through the 25th, 2012, for D-Train, which will be 

held at The Portola Hotel and Spa located in Monterey, Ca. 

The Districtôs main goal is to achieve safety on the water for the millions of pub-

lic citizens who enjoy boating in California, Nevada and Utah.  

 

http://www.d11nuscgaux.info
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Rod Collins, DCOS 11NR 

 Well, 2011 so far has been a wild year for weather, but it looks like 

summer is finally going to show up. One thing for sure is that boating and 

paddle sports activities will be heating up quickly with all of the water we 

have in the lakes and rivers.  As everyone knows, with the explosion of the 

paddle sports industry we now have an even greater number of ñnewbiesò 

to the marine environment.  When it comes to standup paddle boards, it is 

a constant battle to get people to understand the value of having a life-

jacket, not to mention the legal requirements.  However, I have noticed 

that down in my area of Santa Cruz things are changing.  Paddleboards 

are a large rental item in our area, and for the last few years I would say 

that less than 10% of the people we saw on paddleboards had on a life 

jacket.  During a patrol last month I would estimate that 50% of the people 

I observed on paddleboards had a life jacket.  This is a tremendous 

achievement, not where we want it to be, but it is moving in the right direc-

tion.  The reasons for this increase in wear rate goes to the rental compa-

nies offering the lifejackets and the local law enforcement has been re-

minding the paddle boarders and rental companies of the legal require-

ments, along with the education that is being provided by various organi-

zations including the Auxiliary.  We have seen some large swings in the 

number of deaths on the water in the last few years and now the largest 

increase in those deaths is coming from paddle sports activities.  We have 

been working toward creating a safer paddle sports community and this 

appears to be a small change toward that direction.  Every safety booth 

event, vessel exam or Boating Safety class we conduct provides us with 

the opportunity to get the Safety message out.  The Auxiliary is a re-

spected boating education organization and with every life saved we can 

take a small credit for that.  Keep up the great work!! 

Have a great summer and enjoy this boating season!      
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DEAN LACHAPELLE, DCAPT  

RESPONSE 

Liaison to Divisions 8, 10, and 11 

Continued on next page 

I want to begin by welcoming CDR Curtis Sumrok, our Director of Auxiliary for D11 
Northern. CDR Sumrok spent most of the day Thursday before the District OPEX on 
"Seahorse," Como Perata's facility, conducting two-boat exercises with one of Station 
San Francisco's 41 footers and crew. During the OPEX on the 16th, the Director took 
the helm once again while aboard "Sand Point", the 26' aluminum landing craft facility 
of Craig Teal, FL 3-10. Although the Director comes to us as a C.G. Falcon Pilot, his 
first two years, after the Academy were on cutters.  He has extensive boating experi-
ence and demonstrated his expertise at the helm of "Sand Point" during the mooring 

and maneuvering exercises. 

 I sincerely thank all hands who were able to attend our first District 11NR OPEX. 
I particularly thank Como Maddox and all the instructors for the excellent course selec-
tion and presentations, George Prows for all the work he did in coordinating the regis-
tration and setting up the dock for the mooring exercise, Div-12 and DCDR Tarlson, as 
well as Mary Kirkwood DCAPT RBS for her ñliaison-shipò with the CGI Staff. But, most 
of all, Linda Haynes and her AUXCHEF TEAM, for the outstanding BBQ that put a fine 

finish on the end of the day. 

 Those of you who attended Mr. Kilburgerôs presentations at the OPEX and all 
the rest of the Surface Section of Operation and Response will be happy to know that 
Mr. Kilburger will put his QE Check Ride Power Point Presentation on the Operations 
Surface page of the District Web Site. The presentation deals with preparation and ex-

pectations for QE check rides. 

 A reminder: one of the pre-underway topics during the Risk Assessment/GAR 
process must include PPE, Personal Protection Equipment. On surface facilities, all 
such equipment must be attached to the PFD by a 36ò cord. This means the mirror, 
survival knife, whistle, light, unless clamped, pinned or otherwise attached to the upper 

portion of your PFD and the EPIRB. 

 Additionally, during the pre-underway or pre-flight GAR development, the crew 
health and condition evaluation must include use of medication. No member may get 
underway on any facility, Surface, Air or LMR if they have been taking psychological or 
mood enhancing, over the counter or prescription medication. As a general rule, if the 
label or instructions say that you should not drive or operate equipment, you must de-

cline the opportunity to get underway. 

 Underway Uniforms. As most of you know, the Commandant issued an AL-
COAST bulletin regarding uniforms. Although it does not yet totally apply to the Auxil-
iary, every effort should be made to mirror our active duty brothers and sisters. For ex-



NORTHWIND       July, 2011       Page 6 

 

 

FLEET WEEK  

SAN FRANCISCO 

*** SUPPORT NEEDED***  
October 6 through 11 - 2011 

 

District 11 North has been asked to provide extensive support for 

this yearôs fleet week. This will be the most fantastic exposure opportunity for the Auxiliary 

that has come along in years. We are going to need well over 100 Auxiliarists on shore as well 

as on the boats and communications support.ò PLEASE try to give a little time and commit-

ment for this event.  

 

For more information contact: 

 

FOR DOCKSIDE AND SHORE EVENT SUPPORT CONTACT THE FOLLOWING  
Rick Saber: ricksaber@comcast.net 

 

FOR ON WATER SUPPORT / CREW-COXSWAIN  

Linda Vetter: SilverCharm@pacbell.net 

 

COMMUNICATION SUPPORT - CONTACT  
Jeff Price: nm11cm@yahoo.com 

ample,  No unit clothing, including ball caps, sweat shirts may be worn outside of that 
unit. All crew members will wear the same uniform while under orders. All sleeves up 
or all down.  All Hot Weather Uniform-shorts or all long ODU trousers. All hands wear-
ing "Tilley" sun hats or no one wears Tilley's". By the way the brand "Tilley" is the only 
sun hat allowed. If it doesn't say "Tilley Hat" on the inside it is not allowed. "Boonie" 
hats are not "Tilley" hats and are not authorized. The approved "Tilley" can be ordered 

from the District 11NR Store or the National District Store. 

mailto:ricksaber@comcast.net
mailto:SilverCharm@pacbell.net
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RICHARD THOMAS, DCAPT  

Support and Planning 

Liaison to Divisions 1, 3, and 5 

 
 
 
 
 
In fear of sounding redundant, I would like to submit this article as an update and report on 
Tuesday Night Live. 
 

For many of you, Tuesday Night Live may be something you have not even heard about. Even 
through the attempt of redundancy, every opportunity I get I continuously spread the word 
about this valuable program. 

 

PREMISE: 

Let's admit it! Being a volunteer in the Coast Guard Auxiliary is not exactly the easiest organi-
zation in which to spend our free time and provide volunteer hours. Take a look around you 
at other volunteer organizations, Lions Club, Rotary, Red Cross, Soroptimist, and the many 
other dedicated volunteer groups. None of them require the kind of prerequisites as the Aux-
iliary. Just to become a member in the Auxiliary we have to take a test, have a security clear-
ance, and that is just the beginning of the long gauntlet of requirements of classes, seminars, 
exams, and other criteria in order to participate in most of the volunteer activities, not to 
mention the cost involved.  

 

The premise question here is "do prospective and new members really know what they are 
getting themselves into?" This was the original concept of creating Tuesday Night Live. Having 
served as the District Staff Officer for Human Resources for nearly three years I completed 
several surveys and follow-ups and find that in many cases we fault in not fully disclosing to 
prospective members all the requirements. We simply sign potential members up for the 
numbers. It would be wise for us to concern ourselves with retention as a goal. Retention 
would be much better if new members made sure we are a fit for them as much as it is for us 
to make sure they are a fit for us. Tuesday Night Live provides that initial introduction to the 
Auxiliary so that prospective members can get a brief, but, informed over-view of the Auxil-
iary.  
 

WHAT IS TUESDAY NIGHT LIVE? 
 

Every Tuesday evening at 7:00pm I am live on Go-To-Web. The presentation consists of a 

Continued on next page 
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power point program that outlines a brief explanation regarding the what, who, and where of 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary. It gives prospective members the opportunity to learn the basics 
and a more accurate depiction of cost, time, and requirements to participate. What is unique 
about this program is that at the end, I answer questions ςlive- that are being asked by the 
participants.  
 
90 DAY REPORT 
After completing nearly 3 months of Tuesday Night Live the 90 day report is considered an in-
spiring and positive outlook. We are rapidly approaching 100 visitors. There has only been one 
Tuesday that was a blank, that is, no one was online, however there were three reservations. 
Other than that we are steadily having 3 to 4 people in attendance and we have had up to 9 
people during one session. I have included some comments by recent past attendees for your 
viewing below. 
*******************************************************************************************************  

It was very interesting tonight. I currently live in Miami, Florida and I am married to a Chief in 
the Coast Guard and we being relocated to Alameda. I have been interested for some time in 
the Auxiliary but never knew much about it until I attended your seminar tonight. It really 
gave me a good idea of the things I can expect and be part of. We will not be moving until 
sometime in September ς do you suggest I wait until then or is there some way I can start 
application process now-here in Florida? ς I look forward to hearing from you. Regards. ς 
Anne ς May 2011 

Thanks so much for taking the time to have the webinar this evening. I really enjoyed learn-
ing about the Coast Guard Auxiliary and would like to learn more about what it takes to join. 
Can you provide me with the contact info of my nearest flotilla? I live in San Francisco and 
my zip code is 94131. Also, is there any additional information that would be helpful? ςByron 
ς June 2011  

Thank you very much for the introduction seminar. It was quite informative and answered 
most of my questions. I did take an opportunity to review the USCG Auxiliary web site and 
even downloaded a couple of 
new member manuals to read through to be sure that I'm a good fit for your organization 
and that your organization is a good fit for me. Thus far it all looks very promising.   If possi-
ble I'd like to request to join Flotilla 49 Silicon Valley. The meeting times and locations will 
work well with my schedule. I'd also like to participate in radio communications if possible, 
however, I'm pretty open to most positions. ς Derek ςJune 2011 

I am interested in completing the application process as discussed in the Go-to-meeting last 
night. Would you mind helping me with further information? ςColleen ς July 2011 

My name is Jason XXXXXX and I am very interested in joining the Auxiliary unit. I have com-

pleted the orientation on Tuesday and since have emailed Bob Davison-DSO-HR to com-

plete the final application and get going on the process. ςJason ς April 2011 

Continued on next page 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR THE PROGRAM 
There are two things that all members of District 11 North can do to promulgate this program. 

(1) If you have not attended the meeting ï come on some Tuesday Night ï it only runs ap-

proximately 25 minutes ï I give 25 minutes EVERY Tuesday Night ï do you have 25 

minutes for just one night? (if you have already seen the program ï come again, we have 

taken a lot of the original bugs out and it runs fairly smooth now)  

(2) Refer the program to anyone you come in contact with that gives you the slightest indi-

cation that they would like to know what the Auxiliary is all about.  

 

Reservations for attending Tuesday Night Live can be made through the following link: 

 

http://resource.d11nuscgaux.info/public/meminfo.html 

 

Recently I handed out a total of 5000 business cards to all the Division Commanders to pass out 

to the flotillas. The card is informational regarding Tuesday Night Live and how to make a res-

ervation. If you havenôt received any ï please see your Flotilla Commander or contact me at 

rthomas123@mchsi.com 

 

WHATôS NEXT ON THE AGENDA FOR TUESDAY NIGHT LIVE 

 

Currently we are working on generating an automatic survey that will go out immediately fol-

lowing the Tuesday Night Live Meeting to generate feedback from attendees as well as tracking 

the numbers of those that join and reasons from those that choose not to move forward. 

 

I am currently working on a new power point presentation that will be provided twice a month 

(day of the week and time to be determined). This program will be an advanced orientation for 

new members that have submitted their application. This program will also be live and will 

cover more in depth information on those things with which we seem to have the most issues, 

i.e. Proper wear of uniforms, following the chain of leadership, non-law enforcement roles of 

the Auxiliary, as well as some help regarding ways of getting the most out the Auxiliary experi-

ence.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Finally, passing on a comment made by National Commodore Vass, recruitment and retention 

is NOT the sole responsibility of Human Resource personnel ï it is the responsibility of 

EVERY AUXILIARIST. 

 

Semper Paratus 

Submitted by: 

 

Rich Thomas 

District Captain ï 11 North 

mailto:rthomas123@mchsi.com
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July 16, 2011/1000 PST (1100 MST) Lake Jordanelle Utah  - 
Morris Farmer ADSO/EP, standing VHF Marine Radio Guard for an Auxiliary Vessel 
Facility, sends a High Frequency (HF) radio signal to Immediate Past District Commo-
dore District Eleven North Region  Mike Williams, manning a fixed base Auxiliary radio 
station in Salt Lake City, Utah. Williams relays the message via HF radio 620 miles to 
the Auxiliary Mobile HF Communications Trailer on Coast Guard Island, (CGI) Ala-
meda, California. "Auxiliary surface facility "Loon" patrolling Lake Jordanelle Utah, has 

lost communications and have missed two Operations and Position reports." 

July 16, 2011/1000 PST Lake Tahoe California/Nevada  - Jack 

Leth SO-OP Division 11, on a Safety Patrol on Lake Tahoe receives a report of an 
overdue swimmer. Bill Leoppard, FSO-CM FL-11-01, standing Radio Guard, contacts 
AUXCOM, on Coast Guard Island, 168 radio miles to the west via HF Radio and re-

ports the incident to the Command Post. 

July 16, 2011/1130 PST  Bodega Bay, CA  - Auxiliarist Herb Houser, 

Standing Auxiliary Radio Guard 60 VHF marine radio miles north of Coast Guard Is-
land, Alameda, reports that the Auxiliary Surface Facility "Dolphin"  has suffered a 
catastrophic engine failure on Bodega Bay and is drifting dangerously close to Bodega 

Rock. 

July 16, 2011/1300 PST - Folsom Lake California  - 88 radio miles 

N/E of San Francisco Bay and CGI. Land Mobile Radio Operator James Duncan DSO-
NS and Recorder Ed Kief Commander Division 3, report via VHF Marine Radio, 
through the Mt. Diablo Auxiliary "Repeater" to the Mobile VHF Communications Trailer 
parked next to the HF Trailer on CGI.  They relate that Auxiliary Facility "Perseus" has 

struck a subsurface log and has suffered serious structural damage. 

That is how the Communications Exercises began , which kicked off the First Dis-
trict 11 North Region USCG Auxiliary Operational Exercise (OPEX). The event was 
held on Coast Guard Island, in the heart of San Francisco Bay. CGI, as it's known to 
those who spend a lot of time there, is the Headquarters for Sector San Francisco, Dis-

trict Eleven North Region, District Eleven and the Pacific Area Command. 

Captain Keith Turro, the facility Commander, graciously opened up the Coast Guard 
Base to the Auxiliary.  We utilized the Small Boat dock during the exercise, parked 
our two Mobile Communications Trailers in the middle of a parking 

 

Continued on next page 
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lot, and were given access to five classrooms for our shore-side training and instruc-

tions. 

The OPEX began at 0800 in Gresham Hall with the registration of 64 members and the 
introduction of Commander Sumrok, our new Director of Auxiliary, who had just arrived 
from District 7 Florida.  CWO2 Danny Kilburger, the Region Operations Training Officer 
(OTO), followed with a presentation that covered qualifying and re-qualifying for Auxil-
iary Boat Crewmember or Coxswain. He identified some of the pitfalls to be aware of 
during on-the-water testing. That was followed by a boat crew briefing covering each of 

the ten on-the-water exercises and an operations safety overview. 

For those who could not participate in the Communications or on the water exercises, 

Como Mike Maddox DSO-MT compiled six courses of instruction: 

NavRules by Como Maddox. 

Patrol Communications by H.S Maddox FL-39. 

Navigation by Nancy Schimmelman, FL-12-02 

Marlinespike and Line Handling by FSO-MT James van Fleet FL-12-03 

First Aid by the President of the Past Commanders Association Judy Estaban FL-

04-09. 

The classes used a "Station Training" for-
mat. Each of five courses were conducted 
in two hour blocks and then repeated twice.  
After each class, block members rotated to 
the next class and then onto the next class 
as they choose. Members had the option to 
attend one, two or all three session of one 
class if they wanted to repeat.  However, 
the one hour Search Patterns class was 

attended by everyone. 

On the water, three facilities; 25' "Fever" 
Nick Tarlson DCDR-12, Coxswain. 32' "Intrepid" Tommy Holtzman SO-MT Division 3 
Coxswain and "Sand Point" Craig Teal Coxswain, maneuvered through 10 exercise. 
Starting in Brooklyn Basin, which surrounds 
CGI, the boat crews passed through three ma-
neuvering exercises. The first required spring-
ing on and off the dock, first with a bow spring 

line, then with a stern spring line. 

That was followed by a 100 yard back down 
between two Nav aids, make a 180° within the 
facilities length and then back down again to 
the starting point. They moved then to the Fore
-n-Aft maneuver. The facility moved bow first to 

Continued on next page 
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the left of the first of five orange floats.  They then backed down 180°, stopping stern 
first between the 1st. and 2nd float.  They then powered forward and turned 180° to the 
port and stopped bow forward between the 2nd and 3rd floats. That process continued 

until through the string of 5 floats. 

The facilities then plotted and navigated, using compass and Charts only (no Electron-
ics), a three leg course through the Oakland Estuary anchoring at the mouth in San 

Francisco Bay. 

The next facility through picked up the anchored facility and conducted an end (long) 
tow and then transitioned into a side tow. The two boat team then located the Com-
mence Search Point (CSP) and transitioned into a Parallel Multi-boat (PM) Search pat-

tern, after breaking the tow. 

More anchoring and man over board drill, then the facilities navigated a back track 

course to the Oakland Estuary to the Small Boat Docks on CGI. 

The OPEX ended at 1700 with an ALL-HANDS de-brief by Angelo Perata DCO 11NR 
and a hamburger and hotdog BBQ hosted by the District AUXCHEF Team led by Linda 

Haynes, FL-12-91 

Back up, go forward and turn 

around, that is what it is all about.  

Continued on next page 

Now hook up the 

tow before you go. 
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Our new DIRAUX at the helm.  

More photos  

And that is
 how 

it is
 done 

Previous photos.  by Monica Eaton  


